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In cases of mild infection in greatly weakened persons after severe 
liemorrlingc or asphyxia following anesthesia, a fatal result may follow, 
although hemolytic streptococci are not found. When peritonitis 
develops early in the puerperal period perforation of the .uterus must 
he suspected, ami in these cases hemolytic streptococci might not be 
obtained from the uterine cavity. The mortality statistics of surgical 
operations in streptococcic peritonitis give 50 per cent, recoveries, and 
50 per cent, deaths. This favorable showing is to be explained by 
the diminished virulence of the germ, and the fact that many of these 
cases are perforation of the uterus. The high mortality of severe puer¬ 
peral sepsis arises in great part from the fact tlint n differential diagnosis 
between the mild and severe cases is not made sufficiently early to be of 
use in the treatment. Clinical observation will often determine the degree 
of severity in septic infection, but bacteriological examination is a most 
useful adjunct. 


Modification of Peripheral Sensation during Pregnancy.— Pondoi.fi 
(Annali di Oslclricia el Ginecologia, No. 9, 1909) contributes a paper 
upon this subject, describing an apparatus which lie fins devised for 
testing the peripheral sensibility of patients during pregnnncy. His 
experiments were made upon the fingers, and in all 30 cases were studied. 
He concludes that peripheral sensibility to pain during gestation is 
very considerably decreased. 


Ovariotomy and Myomectomy Early in Pregnancy, with Pull Term 
Delivery.—Gnan (Jour. Arncr. Med. Assoc., November 27, 1909) 
reports the case of a patient in her first pregnnncy brought to the hospital 
because she had fainted on the street, after complaining of sudden 
abdominal pain, with vomiting ami collapse. This pain gradually 
subsided, leaving the abdomen tender. There wns n history of cramp- 
like pain in the abdomen, with moderate fever, indigestion, and disturb¬ 
ance of the bladder, for a week or ten days prior to this attack. The 
patient had been married nine years, but find not previously been 
pregnant. On examination the uterus wns slightly enlarged, with 
several fibroid nodules. A large inovnble tumor wns also detected in 
the pelvis. The diagnosis of ovarian cyst with twisted pedicle and 
pregnancy in a fibroid uterus wns made. At operation the pedicle of 
the cyst was ligated and the tumor removed. Three fibroids were 
enucleated without especial difficulty. Although the patient had a 
bloody discharge from the uterus after the operation, the ovum wns 
retained, and the patient went to term and wns subsequently delivered 
by the use of forceps. 


Ovarian Cyst with Twisted Pedicle Complicating Pregnancy.— Rusiimohe 
( Surg ., Gynecol., and Obslet., November, 1909) reports the case of a imll- 
tiparn, who on the day before her admission to the hospital had cramp- 
like pain low down on the left side. Examination under chloroform 
revealed pregnancy with an ovarian tumor. On opening the abdomen 
an ovarian cyst on the left side with the pedicle twisted one and a 
half times, dark purple, almost black in color, wns found. The tissue 
wns very soft and friable, and the wall of the uterus bled freely. The 
tumor wns successfully removed, and the mother made a good recovery, 
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n healthy child being horn at full term. On examination the tumor was 
a dermoid cyst of the ovary with strangulated pedicle and a pnrlial 
strangulation of the Fallopian tube. The article concludes with a 
review of the literature of the subject. 


Artificial Reproduction of the Amnlotlc Liquid during Labor.— Sciiai,- 
leiin (Archiv jGynak., 1000, Ixxxix, Heft 2) reports five eases of prema¬ 
ture escape of the amniotie liquid, in which Iiauer's elnstie bag was intro¬ 
duced, distended with salt solution, and allowed to remain in place 
in the membranes. In several eases in which the licnrt sounds Imd lie- 
come weakened through birth pressure they improved after the hag 
wns introduced. If the patient suffered much pain from pressure, 
morphine wns given hypodermically, and the patient wns delivered so 
soon ns the cervix was dilated by version or forceps. The presence 
of the ling seemed to excite uterine contractions ami lessen the risk of 
fatal birth pressure for the child. It was used in these cases, not 
primarily to dilate the cervix, but to protect the child from pressure; 
secondarily to soften the cervix ami expedite labor. 


The Results of Pregnancy Occurring After Operations for the Ccirecticn 
of Retroflexion.— Hirnmau.m (Archio /. Gyntik., 11)00, Ixxxix, Heft 2) 
reports the results in 20 cases operated upon for retroflexion by ventro¬ 
fixation. In 4 of these pregnancy occurred, terminating ill labor with¬ 
out complications. In these eases there were evidences of peritoneal 
adhesions and alterations of the tubes mid ovaries. These were de¬ 
tected at the operation. The cause of the sterility which had existed 
before operation seemed to be the kinking in the Fallopian tubes, which 
was caused by the retrollexcd condition of the uterus. In 3 cases no 
cause could lie found at operation for the peritoneal adhesions; in I 
case a previous parametritis had undoubtedly existed. In the 16 other 
cases in which operation was done for retroflexion, pregnancy hail not 
occurred nt the time of writing. It is questionable whether lesions 
indirectly produced by the retroflexion were not responsible for the 
sterility in these cases. 


GYNECOLOGY. 


UNDER THE CHAtiOE OF 

J. WESLEY BOVKE, M.D., 

PROrMSOU OF OYNECOLOar IN T1IB GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY, WASHINGTON, D. O. 


An Ovarian Abscess Containing a Lumbricoid Wcim.—F ry (Jour. 
Amcr. Med. Assoc., 1909, liii, 1028) reports a case of ovarian abscess 
tlmt contained a lumbricoid worm. The patient wns twenty-three 
years of age. The right appendage was inflamed and adherent. 
The left ovary and tube were adherent to the uterine eornu. The 
ovary was eidargcd to the size of a hen’s egg, the surface smooth and 



